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; time to reclaim our
outdoor spaces and
-ransform them into
easy-living summer
»oms that transition
umnlessly from inside
‘0 out. Today, there’s
no reason why you
can’t design your
utdoor living spaces
beautifully as those
rve created indoors.
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If you're like me and enjoy making the
most of our short fair-weather season, you
already know the importance of creating
outdoor living spaces that are perfectly
situated, attractive, comfortable and easy to
maintain. It all comes down to clever planning
and smart buying.

Whether you're simply updating and
refreshing your existing garden furniture or
shopping for a whole new look, it’s important
to know what to look for when buying durable
and stylish outdoor furniture and how to
properly maintain your investment. These key
tips will have you dining al fresco, day or night,
and spending more time outdoors enjoying the
experience with family and friends.

This season’s patio furniture offers the
convenience of superior weather-resistant,
low-maintenance materials and is designed to
be lightweight for easy portability and storage
at the end of the season. From traditional
natural teak and powder-coated aluminum to
natural and all-weather wicker and innovative
plastics, today’s durable outdoor furniture
will create instant style, comfort and function
in any outdoor living space no matter the size
of your space or budget.
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Plan, Budget & Measure

My best advice as a designer is to budget
and plan before you buy. Just like you
would when designing an interior space,
determine a style and how you want to use
your outdoor space. Do you cook, dine
and entertain regularly outdoors or do you
simply want a private, shady spot in the
garden where you can get away and relax? If
your yard is large you may want to consider
creating multiple outdoor spaces, each
focused on a different activity.

Once you've determined your style and
needs, grab a tape measure and measure
your outdoor “rooms,” taking location
into consideration such as the proximity
to the kitchen for a dining area, sun/shade
exposure and the quietest spot in the
garden. Make some notes then look for
inspiration to get an idea of style, scale,
construction, availability and pricing before
heading out to buy. Smart planning and
shopping will help you find exactly what
you're looking for and avoid disappointment
and costly, time-consuming mistakes.

Make It Last

Buy the best quality outdoor furniture
you can afford and keep these quick
tips in mind to maximize the life
expectancy of your furniture.

® When in doubt, hire a professional
designer and landscaper to save
time and money in the long run.

* Ensure all fasteners (nuts, bolts,
washers, etc.) are rust-proof
stainless steel.

® Choose furniture that's made of
weather-resistant material (see
"Select Your Type”).

* Choose only tempered glass for
tabletops for safety and make
sure they are scratch, impact, and
heat-resistant.

® Fabrics for cushions should be
labelled UV tested and made of
acrylic materials that are water-
resistant.

® Look for cushions with foam
cores wrapped in water-resistant,
breathable synthetic fibre padding.

® Accents like rugs, lights and heaters
add comfort and extend the use
and enjoyment of your outdoor
living spaces.

¢ The more you shade your furniture,
the longer it will last while providing
comfort for you and your guests.
Consider adding trees, umbrellas,
gazebos and shade structures.

¢ Clean with a soft cloth using only
mild dish soap and warm water or
cleaners specifically formulated
to protect fabrics and all outdoor
furniture, including aluminum,
plastic, steel, resin, wicker, wood
and rattan.

*  Wipe down furniture after it rains
to reduce water exposure and wipe
away food and spills immediately.

e Cover all furniture when not in use.

® For fast and easy end-of-season
storage, consider choosing folding
or stacking dining chairs and tables.

e Clean, dry and cover all
outdoor furniture and cushions
before storing to avoid mould,
cracking and rot.

Select Your Type

Choosing the right type of outdoor
furniture to suit your style, location and
lifestyle all starts with knowing how
and where you plan to use it. For small,
protected spaces like a covered balcony or
porch that aren‘t exposed to heavy rains or
high winds, you can consider small-scale,
lightweight pieces. Heavier, full-size, more
durable furniture should be considered for
large, unprotected outdoor areas that get
used regularly for entertaining and dining.
Although design options and
construction of all-weather furnishings
have come a long way, remember that,
unlike interior furniture, outdoor furniture
will inherently be exposed to much more
abuse by both people and the elements
so invest in the best quality, construction
and materials you can afford. Consider the
following for the most durable and popular
types of outdoor furniture available today.

V\IDWV: For a relaxed, rustic look, hardwoods
such as teak are naturally sturdy and offer
high resistance to the elements. Wood
furniture is best stored indoors during the
winter months.

DEDON:
SeaXTable

HAUSER: Satellite
Round Cocktail Table
in Sunset Orange

CRATE&BARREL: Ventura Round 3-Piece Sectional with
Sunbrella Cushions & Round, Tempered-Glass Coffee Table

lYDV\: Iron patio furniture lends a tradi
look, is almost impossible to damage
won't topple in high winds. Add cust
comfort and protect with rust-resistar

AFWM]V\UJ/IA: Durable powder-coated
aluminum sets give a modern look, |
minimum maintenance and are light
for easy portability. Most are stackak
easy storage.

%‘tw?: For a contemporary design t
stainless steel furniture is a bit lighte
iron and offers an appealing lustre tl
resists corrosion. Highly durable anc
to maintain and clean.

Wicker: Offering a romantic natural
lightweight yet durable natural wick
furniture is typically made from bam
cane or rattan. All-weather wicker is
from synthetic resin fibres woven arc
the frame, and then coated with dur
weather-resistant finishes.

Wﬂ%ﬁa 100 per cent recycled, high-
polyethylene furniture is non-porous
clean with soap and water and is ava
a wide range of fade-resistant colour
material can be left outdoors year-ro

CB2: Sun Shade

CB2: Ixtapa
Lounge Chair
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